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/New Post Office Will House ||
All Local Federal Bureaus | |

Exercises Tomarrow‘Will Celebrate Laying of Corner-/
stone—Tolal Cost of $6,150,000 Divided Almost
Equally Between Land and Building

The basement will house the De-|:
partment of Labor (Bureau of Nat- |:
uralization), Navy Department,.-

Newark’'s new postoffice and Fed-
eral building, which will be the
scene of cornerstone exercises to-

morrow, will cost approximately
$6,150,000 when completed and will
be the home tor all federal bureaus
in this vicinity.

The cornerstone will be laid at 11}

A. M. by Postmaster General Farley,
who will make an address. Prior to

this, Mayor Ellenstein and Governor _

Moore also will speak. After this
ceremony a luncneon will be held at
the Robert Treat Hotel.

The site for tne building, which is
" bounded by Franklin, Walnut and
Mulberry streets and Vroom alley,
was purchased by the government
for a little more than $3,000,000.
Forty-two tract*s of land were ac-
quired. The buliding will cost ap-
proximately $3,008,000.

Wrecking of the old buildings
_started Septembar 29, 1931, after the
government nad engaged in a series
of court hearings to gain title.
Ground was prokea for the new edi-
fice August 26, 1932, when Federal
~Judge Guy L. Fake operated the
steam shovel at this ceremony.
Three days later the actual work
began.

The Italian classical design of the
edifice is simiia: to that of other
Treasury Department buildings ngw
being erected. Ine facade will be
laid with a base of granite and the
balance will pe ot Indiana limestone.
The building s five and a half
stories high.

Large Floor Space.

The site occupies 166,000 square
feet, of which 33,000 are devoted to
the building. There will be 475,000
square feet of space on the various
flogrs. The cubiture of the edifice
totals 7,300,000 feet.

The main iub'.c spaces and some
of the five court rooms wiil be fin-
ished with a variety of American
marble, The postmaster’s office, the
judges’' . chambers and the other
courtrooms will be finished with
various American woods. Eight high-
speed elevators and six stairways
will be in the building. A special
ventilating system will be installed.

Naval Reserve personnel, Bureau of |
Marine Corps, Navigation, customs
appraisers, stores stamp and envelop
stores, rifle range and storage
rooms. : |
The first floor will be utilized by
the postal department for postoffice
working space, stamps, money |
orders, registery and other. postal |
functions. ‘

Postmaster on Eecan_d Floor.

On the second floor will be the
postmaster, the assistant postmaster,
cafeteria, medicai: unit, postal in--
spectors, offices, work space, lockers,
lavatories and the swing room, |
where the letter carriers assemble |
between deliveries. :

The third floor will be for the De-
partment of Jushice. This floor will
be devoted te the -courts, five
iudges’ chambers, probation officers’
guarters and the United States mar-
shal. . '
The fourth flcor will be used ‘by
the court clerk. the United States
altorney and his assistants, the ref-
eree in bankcuptcy the Grand Jury,
Secret Service, Civil Service com-
missioner, Veterans' Burezau and De-
partment of Agriculture. ]

The Internal Kevenue, Bureau -of
Industrial Alcohol, customs and ‘he
crganized army reserves will be on
the top floor.

The building was designed by, Wil-
lilam K. Leiyman of Newark and
George Oakley Totten of Washing-
ton. Major Willis B. Hayes is the
engineer directing erection of the
structure and Maceo Falco and Roy |
S Eyre are assistant engineers.
N. P. Severin Co. of Chicago is the

general contracter.
»

Orphans to See Races
Children of the Hebrew Shelter-

ing Orphan Home will be taken to

the Nutley Velodrome Sunday after-
noon to see the bicycle races as the
guests of Harry Mendel, manager ot
the track. Miss Bertha Wolfson and

Miss Maxine Polaner, members of |:

the Junior League, will accompany |
the children. Refreshments will be

served.
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% -~ Eagle on Porch-7 2

All that ever turned:up was the:
huge stone eagle that had graced
the front of the building. It was
found years-later on the porch of
& private house in Upper Mont-
; dont

lipSburg. In return, the railroad
turned all the other canal property
back to the state and®also paid
$875,000. ' s
- The Morris Canal Abandonment
2 In E&cts WEF?QE‘:H? 'bsir th.et }%egisla.'
lair, ‘ Sanee ure in , directing that the
_Even hefore the post office éx- -water be drained.and Ethe cang?’i
E;red in the face of the drive for jl;.ighway bridges 'be removed and
1gger and better things, the old ##placed with'£ill:at.:roadway grade.
Morris Canal had met its death: Most of the cities along the routs
The advent of railroads sounded subsequently bought the canat land
the initial death knell for the |from the state. .- - : 3
famed water highway. Its business e -

. i | - Newark -deeided’
slumped rapidly, perked up briefly far"a%* desided’ly use e £anat

: Y, transit system and a high-
.during the Civil War and then way overhead at a construction cgst
skidded again. -

of $11,000,000. The section of Ray-

In 1871, the Lehigh.Valley Rail- mond boulevard from Lock t};
road leased the canal from the Broad streets and the City Subway
state to supply an outlet to the

beneath it were formal] opened
New York market because it then = =

November 2, 1932.
had no New Jersey line. By 1910 |

: | New, Modern Buildin
the railroad reported that it had L A - e
lost SLETI8 i s operation O ror s pener iy PUBc demands

th :
e canal , and Federal .building grew louder
Din Over Ditch "and louder in the 1930s and finally

Throughout the state, a civic diﬁ ‘could no longer be denied. The
o o dbandon he cun bowuge: /SO0 T - present s
ldt'thad become an unused watery huge, handsom em b -.I‘f]. and the

1tch. It made an ideal swimming. : uilding was

liole Tor. the yonnestate o S opened for business March 30, 1936,
Spots, but at other places it was'an:
odorous eyesore of stagnant water.

In March, 1923, the Legislature
gave final approval to terms under
which the Lehigh Valley retained
the canal basin in Jersey City.as &
railroad terminus and the right-of-
way through Jersey City and .Phil.

WPA wrecking crews were
turned loose on the old post office
In Dctnbr:-:-r, 1936, and a year later
it had disappeared from the face

of downtown Newark. It left a

'_h?rrezi hole, filled with memories
Of pasti service to the city and h
for the future, s d- =




