J . ¥ r oy
| j 1/ 2/ %

WASHINGTOR, /Oct. 17.—At-|
torney-General ‘Mitchel will be|
asked for an opinion on whether
the Government can prosecute 7

liquor buyers under the Volstead |

Act, Senator Shejjard (D), of ¥
 Texas, announced. 3
~ Should the Attorney-General|
rule in the affirmative, Sheppard
will demand an immediate cam- _-
paign against the buyers, he said. |

Meanwhile, Sheppard will press |
his proposed amendment to the |
Volstead Act to make doubtly
clear that opurchases may be g
prosecuted.

- DRYS SPLIT ON ISSUE.

Sheppard does not have thel
united support of the prohibition- |
ists, in qr out of Congress. Many
of them believe the proposal is

 8G drastic it will cause unfavora-

~ ble reaction.

The group headed by Bishop

 James Cannon, Jr., is vigorously |

. Supporting such a proposal, while
the Anti-Saloon League, as re- !
vealed by F. Scott McBride, su- !
perintendent, in a speech at Nor- B
ristown, Pa., regards it as “need- i
less.” |

“No one can escape the |
proposition that the buver of
intoxicating liquor is equally
gullty with the seller, if the
liquor traffic is to he considered

~ 8 crime,” said Senator Shep- | o
. Ppard. '

' PRESENT LAW HANDICAP.

“As long as people of stand-
Ing and influence and wealth,
many of them Supporters of the
prohibition law in public, al-
though violators of it in private.
may:. continue legally to pur-
chase beverage alcohol, pro-
hibition will be handicapped.
| “The moment they are brand-

ed as lawbreakers, half or more
~ than half of them will ston

buying. The bootleg market
. Will have received 5 staggering

blow and will begin to decline.
-~ The net result will be 3 diminu-
. tion of offenses before the

courts.” -

SEES LEGAL LOOPHOLE.

Answering claims that it would |
- Be unconstitutional to prohibit
liguor buying, Sheppard said:
“The fact that the purchaser
Is not mentioned in the Eigh-
teenth Amendment does not
make a law prohibiting pur-
chase unconstitutional. Tt 18
well established that Congress
nay enact any measure reason- o
ably necessary to carry out an R
‘admitted purpose of the Con- | A
stitution.” |
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